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SENATOR BEREUTER: That ' s c o r r e c t .

SENATOR KREMER~ Thank you.

PRESIDENT< Senator Mills asks that debate cease. Are
there five seconds? The question ... that is the question.
Record your vote. Re c ord.

CLERK: 24 ayes, 3 na y s .

PRESIDENT: We are under Call. Oh, ... debate ceases.
Senator Bereuter, would you close debate.

SENATOR BEREUTER: I will close briefly. I was amazed to
find that four companies appeared at the hearing in favor
of the bill. They are the big companies in the nation, as
far as I know; 3-M, Western Outdoor, Nebraska Outdoor and
Imperial Outdoor. They own, I understand, the majority of
the 220 signs that are out beyond 660 feet. They appeared
for the bill because they felt the handwriting was on the
wall. They wanted to have a bill which would give them
equitable treatment for purchase ... for repayment of the
cost of their signs. That's why they' re for it. It's not
the federal government ... the federal agency that's changed
its mind on this. It's a change in Congress. Congress has
changed the law, providing that it stands visable beyond 660
feet. I welcome the logo sign that was offered by Senator
George. I believe that it provides some opportunity to
businesses in the state to capture the tourist dollars and
the travel dollars that are passing by their establishments.
It's a good idea. I'm glad you adopted it. This bill,
because of the language put into LB 607 the budget hill,
will not require the state to take down any signs beyond
660 feet until after it has completed all of its work on
the Interstate system within 660 feet. This will be some
period of time. In the meantime perhaps we can prevail on
Congress, if we really want to, to change the law and forget
about those beyond 660 feet. In any case we' ve established
a priority. Remember at the moment we have only 220 signs
that are affects. It will be extended if we don't close
the opportunity to build more door.. In the end we' ll be
paying $15,000 or more for each additional sign. Keep in
mind South Dakota, Vermont have been two test cases. Both
states have lost substantial amounts of money. In the case
of South Dakota - over $3 million in one year. Our loss is
calculated at $5 million a year hence forth. I move we
advance the bill to E 6 R initial.

PRESIDENT: The question is the advancement of the bill.
Record your vo te . Ha v e you vo t ed? R ecord .

CLERK: 2 6 a y es , 1 0 n ays .

PRESIDENT: The bill is advanced.


